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By John Dluhy, M.D.
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Why should our government redefine
marriage?

There is no reason. Marriage has a very specitic
meaning, held throughout all time. It is the union of
a man and woman open to creating and nurturing
children, with their unique and complementary
gifts. In fact, redefining marriage would mark the
first time society would intentionally deprive a
child of a right to a father and a mother. That is not
something to be taken lightly ar to be done because
of the wishes of a small number of people.

Some individuals claim marriage needs ro be
redefined because of issues such as property rights
or medical decision-making, The truth is those
issues can be handled in other ways without
redefining marriage.

Efforts to redefine marriage are not about
property rights, but about forcing society to give
public acceptance to same sex relationships and
denying the uniqueness of men and women. Yet,
their unigueness is whar makes marriage unique.

This won’t affect me...or will it?

You may not realize it now, but redefining
marriage will affect you and your church. In the few
jurisdictions thar have redefined marriage (only five
states have redefined marriage; at least 40 others
specifically protect marriage through constiturional
or legislative means), and in other areas with
varying laws on civil unions, religious liberty and
conscience rights have not been protected even
with “exemptions.”

In Massachusetts, the Catholic Church had to
give up doing adoptions to avoid violating irs moral
beliefs. In New Jersey, a Methodist organization
was held in violation of anti-discrimination laws for
following its moral teachings and not allowing its
property to be used for a same sex union. In

Canada, a discrimination complaint was filed against
a local Knights of Columbus alver it declined to rent
its reception hall to a gay couple.

What about separation of church and
state?

Some have suggested the Church doesn’t have a
right to speak out on redefining marriage because of
the “separation of church and stare.” Every cirizen
has a right to speak on issues, including peaple of
faith. The First Amendment guatantees free speech
and freedom to live out one's faith,

As Catholics, we also are compelled to speak out.
We work with children and families every day, And,
as Pope Benedict XV1 told the United States bishops
during his visit to Washingron, DC last year, *..you
are called to participate in the exchange of ideas in
the public square..In a context where free speech is
valued, and where vigorous and honest debate is
encouraged, yours is a respected voice that has much
to offer to the discussion of the pressing social and
moral questions of the day.” (April 16, 2008)

What now? :
It is important for you to be informed.
®  [earn more ahout marriage ar www.
MarriageMattersDC org.
® And, feel comfortable sharing with elected
officials and [riends the truth: that marriage

is, by definition, between a man and 2 woman.

www.MarriageMattersDC.org
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Same Sex Marriage:

Does the definition of
marriage really matter?
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Christ’s love for the Church. But, this love leads to the
second important reason why marriage is between a
man and a woman: giving children a structure in
which they are created and nurtured, benefiting from
the unique gifts of both father and mother.

they have both a father and mother, and we know the
struggles of many families who don't.

We all recognize this intuitively. For example,
why do city and community leaders encourage
mentoring programs for boys without dads if dads

The government has long recognized its
responsibility for promoting the common good and
thus ensuring that children have the right to both a
father and a mother.










