
 
3630 Quesada Street, NW 
Washington, D.C.  20015 

202.966.6575  
202.966.9255  Fax 

202.966.6682  School 
www.blessedsacramentdc.org 

 

SHRINE OF THE MOST BLESSED SACRAMENT 

December 27, 2009 The Holy Family 

 

News Inside 
Coffee And Doughnuts Next Sunday . .............   p. 2 
Administration Commission Report ..................  p. 3 
Women’s Retreat Info & Registration Form  .....  p. 4 

 

Poor Box  Donations  in December  will benefit the 
Father McKenna Center, which provides services for 
homeless men at a daytime drop-in center and a winter 
night shelter. It also provides emergency food assistance 
and operates an emergency hypothermia shelter when 
needed.   
 

Parish Office Holiday Schedule — Please note 
that the parish office will be open this Thursday,  
December 31 , with limited staff, and will be closed this 
Friday, January 1 , New Year’s day. 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
January 1 (New Year’s Day) 

 
        Vigil 5:30 p.m.  Father Tesfaye  
                6:30 a.m.  Father John 
        8 a.m.  Father Jim 
                  11 a.m.  Father Tesfaye 

 
Masses January 2-3, 2010 

 

Saturday, January 2  
   5:30 p.m.    Father John 
 

Sunday, January 3  

   7:30 a.m. Father Jim 
        9 a.m. Father John 
  10:30 a.m.   Father Jim (Church)* 
  10:30 a.m. Father O (Gym)* 
  12:30 p.m.  Father John 
    5:30 p.m.  Father O 
 

*Nursery services available in the kindergarten roo m 
under the school gym.  

 
 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
 

I hope and pray your Christmas celebration was special 
and significant for you and your family.  It is such a 
special day even if we are separated from loved 
ones.  For me, it is all about family, but I do know that for 
some it is a difficult feast because they are not able to be 
with family that day. 
 

Today is Holy Family Sunday, and I am again conscious 
of what family means in today's society.  We have so 
many families that are burdened with the loss of a loved 
one, divorce or separation, or a painful experience in the 
past.  Some find themselves very much alone during 
these times, but they are really also part of our family. 
 

We have witnessed the public debate over same sex 
marriage.  Although the Church would prefer not to call 
these relationships marriages, we clearly recognize 
the partnerships and the commitments that are present in 
the lives of many in this community and, yes, right here in 
our parish.  I am also conscious of those who are single 
and have never found their soul mate and who find it 
difficult in our parish, which is full of children and family 
activities. 
 

During this Christmas season, and particularly on this 
Sunday, I pray that all parishioners be completely 
inclusive.  May we be welcoming to everyone who comes 
here regardless of their ethnic background, racial make-
up or sexual orientation.  May we see ourselves as God’s 
family and recognize that God’s love for each of us is 
unconditional. 
 

This Friday we will celebrate the beginning of a new year.  
I am hopeful that the Church and particularly Blessed 
Sacrament can be a significant part of your journey in the 
year to come. 
 

Happy New Year to all from the entire staff and from all 
the priests.  We are blessed by each of you and your 
presence which makes this community so special. 
 
     Father John 



 
The Holy Family 

Helen O’Donoghue  

Coffee And Doughnuts Next Sunday —   Join 
fellow parishioners for coffee and doughnuts in the school 
auditorium next Sunday, January 3 , following the 9 and 
10:30 Masses.  Enjoy time catching up with friends and the 
opportunity to meet new parishioners we are welcoming to 
Blessed Sacrament.  It will also be an opportunity to learn 
more about the ministries under our Worship Commission. 
 
Outreach Weekend  — Next weekend is Outreach 
Weekend for our Soup Kitchen Ministry.  When making a 
donation by check, please make the check payable to 
“Blessed Sacrament Outreach—Soup Kitchen”.  If you 
would like to learn more about this ministry, visit:  
www.blessedsacramentdc.org/ministries/outreach/outreach-
sunday-soup-kitchen. 
 
Sanctuary Sodality Meeting  — The next meeting will 
be on Thursday, January 7 , at 7 p.m.  This is an executive 
meeting with unit chairs and the executive committee.   
 
Religion And Politics —  The Sunday Morning Lecture 
Series will present Rev. Thomas Reese, S.J. in three 
lectures on Religion and Politics on Sundays January 10, 
17, and 24.  The lectures will begin in the Duffy Parish 
Center Chapel at 9 a.m.  Rolls and coffee will be served in 
the Duffy Parish Center from 8:30 a.m. There will be time for 
thoughtful discussion and conclude so you may attend the 
10:30 Mass.  See the brochure available at Church 
entrances for the topics. 
 
Parish Archives — Moving?  Cleaning?  Have some 
materials that relate to Blessed Sacrament Church or 
School such as old photos, minutes, memorabilia?  The 
parish archivists are always looking for materials to add to 
the collection.  If you have anything you would like to pass 
along, please contact Joy Choppin at 202.537.1236 
or Elaine Everly at 202.244.7165.  
 
Resource For Mass Times When Traveling —  
Since many of our parishioners may be traveling during the 
holidays, and while away from home would like to continue 
to fulfill their Sunday and Holy Day obligations, the following 
website may be helpful:  www.masstimes.org.  For those 
without Internet access, call 410.676.6000, which is a 
computer-generated voice system, and enter the zip code or 
phone number of the desired U.S. church location. 
 
Minute Meditation — From Pope Benedict XVI’s 
Charity in Truth — “Deeds without knowledge are blind, and 
knowledge without love is sterile.  Indeed, ’the individual 
who is animated by true charity labors skillfully to discover 
the causes of misery, to find the means to combat it, to 
overcome it resolutely.’” (CV, 30)  To read the Holy Father’s 
encyclical online, visit www.vatican.va. 
 
 
 
 

Amelia Francis Comas 
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Zachary Balog 
Edgard Bertaut  
Marge Cronin  
George Crozer  
Mia Gancayco   
Aiden Goheen  
Donald Johnston 
Sylvia Ann Lamberg  

Marian Middendorf 
Michael Middendorf  
Brendan Ogg 
Josephine Pizza  
Julia Poppeliers   
Jim Schoettler  
Fenner Urquhart  
Stephen Vermillion   

End-Of-Year Statements —  The annual contribution 
statements for tax purposes will not be available for mailing 
until the end of January 2010.  Further information will be 
published in January.  

Donations of Stock  
 

To make a donation of stock to Blessed Sacrament, 
please follow these instructions:   
 

Securities Held by Broker:  
Deliver to Wells Fargo as follows: 
Field of Dreams/Capital Campaign:  DTC 141 
Account No.: 15958205 
General Fund:  DTC 141;  Account No.:  76906850 
 

Your Broker should notify (1) John Talbott, Wells Fargo, 
301.961.0119 and (2) Parish Development Office, 
202.966.6575, of the amount and type of security being 
transferred, as well as the donor’s name. 
 

Securities Held by Parishioner: 
Do Not Sign Certificate. 
Mail to:  Mr. John Talbott, Wells Fargo, 7600 Wisconsin 
Ave., #100, Bethesda, MD  20814 
 

Under separate cover, sign and mail a stock power with 
letter of instruction to deposit the security in either of the 
above accounts.  Notify the Parish Development Office, 
202.966.6575, of amount, type of security, and donor’s 
name.     
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SPONSOR OF THE WEEK 
We would like to thank Maplewood for sponsoring an ad in our 

weekly bulletin. 

Annual Fran Scango Lecture — will take place at 
7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, January 13 , in the Blessed 
Sacrament School Auditorium.  The topic will be "Right 
From The Start: The Fundamentals of Building a Great 
Brain," and will be presented by Frank J. Kros, MSW, JD, 
president of The Upside Down Organization 
(www.upsidedownorganization.org) and a nationally 
recognized speaker.  He will discuss the five essential steps 
to building a great brain, seven great practices on how to 
raise a smarter child, adolescent brains and the “brain-
based” challenges they face, and teen vulnerabilities—high 
risk peer influences, drugs, depression and how we can 
minimize their exposure to these dangers. 
 
 

From The Archdiocese …  
 

Retrouvaille, A Lifeline For Marriage —
Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi with a long i) helps 
couples through difficult times in their marriages.  It offers 
the opportunity to rediscover each other and examine your 
lives together in a new and positive way. This program has 
helped thousands of couples experiencing marital difficulty. 
For more (confidential) information or to register for a 
program, contact 301.468.6764 or 410.647.0350, 
TomnCarol@comcast.net or visit 
www.HelpOurMarriage.com. The next retreat will be 
January 15-17 . 
 
 

And From The Community …  
 

Luminarias And Rosary At The Franciscan 
Monastery — Come view the hundreds of lighted 
luminaria candles throughout the churchyard during the 
"Seven Nights of Lights" program, at the Monastery's 
Gardens from Christmas Eve to New Year's Eve (1400 
Quincy Street, NE, Washington, D.C.).  The luminarias 
symbolize a welcoming pathway into our homes for Mary 
and Joseph on that first Christmas Eve.  Also, join the friars 
for rosary recital along the luminarias at 11:30 a.m. daily 
now through December 31 .  For more information, contact 
Joe Bozik 202.244.4833 or visit www.fmgg.org.  
 

Day Of Recollection —  “The Priesthood is the Love of 
the Heart of Jesus” — Reflections on the Life and Spirituality 
of St. John Vianney, Patron of Priests — Reflection by 
Monsignor Robert Panke, Director of Priest Vocations and 
Formation, will be held on January 16  from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at Annunciation Church, 3810 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, 
Washington, D.C., 20016.  The day will include Mass, 
reflection, adoration, and confession. Lunch will be provided 
free of charge. Sponsored by the Office of Priest Vocations 
and the Blessed Teresa Vocation Society. Contact Maris 
Moriarty at moriartym@adw.org or call 301.853.4584 for 
information and reservation for lunch.  
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���� Jesus was obedient 
to his parents, even though he was the Son of God. 
Why is obedience so important?  Is it something you 
struggle with?  

Administration Commission Report — At the 
December 1 Pastoral Council meeting, representatives 
from the Centennial Committee meeting reported that the 
Centennial Committee and Pastoral Council will receive 
proposals from the commissions for projects and events to 
celebrate the upcoming parish Centennial.  Among other 
things, the Administration Commission will be responsible 
for publicity-related projects and activities in connection 
with the Centennial celebrations.  Publicity plans should be 
in place by Advent season of 2010 and may include 
signage, bulletins, press-releases, buttons and pins, T-
shirts and similar activities and projects. The actual projects 
will depend on the calendar of Centennial celebrations and 
budget availability.   
 

In addition, the Administration Commission will assist in 
planning and executing the final Centennial celebration 
event in late 2011 – anticipated to be a forward-looking 
event aimed at discerning and expressing the vision and 
function of the Blessed Sacrament Parish for the future (the 
“next 100 years”).  Details are in development, but the 
Administration Commission hopes to initiate a participatory 
process over the course of the coming 12 to 24 months to 
develop and/or publicize a concise statement of the parish 
mission and, through strategic planning, develop a plan or 
set of goals to put that mission into function and practice. A 
project to record or videotape an oral history of the parish 
from our current and past pastors and perhaps some long-
time parishioners has also been proposed, and the 
Administration Commission would welcome volunteers who 
might like to put such a project into action.   
 

The Administration Commission also heard reports from 
representatives of the Finance Council, Buildings and 
Grounds, Guild of Parish Gardeners, Communications 
Committee and Disabilities Committee. Notably among 
these, Blessed Sacrament will host an archdiocesan 
conference on Faith, Deafness and Disabilities on 
Saturday, February 13, and Archbishop Wuerl will 
celebrate the closing 5:30 pm liturgy.  The Disabilities 
Ministry is also studying ways to bring a more meaningful 
liturgy to parishioners with certain disabilities, such as 
autism, who might not fully experience the liturgy through 
traditional verbal means, and to expand our ministries and 
prayer offerings to people with mental illnesses. 
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Parish Staff 
Rev. Msgr. John J. Enzler, Pastor 
Rev. James Boccabella, Associate Pastor 
  jboccabella@blessedsacramentdc.org 
Rev. Msgr. Maurice V. O’Connell, Senior Priest 
Rev. Tesfaye Fesuh, Resident Priest  
Deacon Daniel Thompson 
Deacon Mark Gallagher  
Mr. Chris Kelly, Principal of School , 202.966.6682 
Mr. Rob Maro, Director of Religious Education , 202.449.3989 
Mrs. Patricia Kavanaugh, Social Concerns  Minister, 202.449.3987 
(Office Open Monday - Friday, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m., and by appt.) 
Mr. Jay Rader, Director of Liturgy and Music , 202.449.3981 
Ms. Kathy Gillespie, Director of Athletics , 202.449.3972 
Mr. Mark McCaffrey, Coordinator of Youth Ministry , 202.449.3978 
 

Assistants on Weekends  
Rev. Regis Armstrong, OFM Cap, Catholic University 
Rev. Michael Witczak, SLD, Catholic University  
 
Weekday and Saturday Masses  
Monday - Friday:  6:30 a.m., 8 a.m., 11 a.m., 5:30 p.m.  
Saturday:  8 a.m., 11 a.m. 
 

Filipino Mass  in Tagalog every 4th Sunday at 4 p.m. 
 

Holy Day Masses  
Eve of the Feast:  5:30 p.m. 
Day of the Feast:  6:30 a.m., 8 a.m., 11 a.m., 5:30 p.m. 
 

Holy Hour 
Thursday before first Friday of each month:  9 p.m. - 10 p.m. 
Exposition:  Monday - Friday, 3 p.m. - 5:15 p.m., in the church 

Duffy Parish Center  
Main Office        202.966.6575 (Open Mon. - Sat., 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.) 
In an emergency, 202.966.6575, Ext. 3988, to page priest on duty   

Facilities 202.449.4610 
St. Pius Library 202.449.3974 
 

Sacrament of Baptism  — Baptismal preparation is required of all 
parents prior to the celebration of baptism.  We recommend that this 
take place before the child is born.  Contact the Religious Education 
Office at 202.449.3989 for more information. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony  — Please contact one of the parish 
priests 6 months in advance.  All couples who are to be married at 
Blessed Sacrament must complete our parish marriage preparation 
program. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation — Friday and Saturday after the  
11 a.m. Mass (if no funeral); Saturday 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. and after the  
5:30 p.m. Mass, or anytime by appointment. 
 

Care of the Sick and Homebound —  If you or someone you know 
is hospitalized and would like a priest to visit, or if you know of 
anyone who is homebound who could benefit from a regular visit, 
please contact the parish office at 202.966.6575. 
 

New Parishioners  — Welcome to Blessed Sacrament!  Please 
register for parish membership by stopping in at the Duffy Parish 
Center and filling out a registration form.  Forms also available in the 
pamphlet rack inside the Quesada Street entrance to the church. 
 

Departing Parishioners — We will miss you.  Please notify one of 
our staff members in the Duffy Parish Center office that you will be 
moving away. 
 

Bulletin Announcements — Please send all announcements to 
bulletin@blessedsacramentdc.org.  Deadline: Mondays @ 10 a.m. 


